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CFS Graduation 2012

Congratulations to the class of 2012! Maples and 
Pines set the tone for this year’s End of Year 
Celebration with their enthusiastic singing at 

the start of the evening.

This year’s graduates, Ignacio Altamiranda (Fair-
field College Preparatory School), Ellie Guzewicz 
(Staples High School, Westport), Dylan Hoffman 
(George School, PA), Clarence Jean (Brien McMahon 
High School, Norwalk), Evelyn Morris (Miss Porter’s 
School, CT) and David Wisdom (Hopkins School, 
CT) presented their speeches with poise, humor and 
plenty of personality. Each student shared insights 
and reflections about their experiences at CFS and 
how deeply meaningful being a part of this community 
has been to them.

The drumming performance by all the Oaks students 
was riveting, and made all the more powerful by 
Brother Kojo’s messages of honor and remembrance 
during the libations ceremony.

The true highlight of the evening was watching the 
newly minted graduates exude joy and confidence 
during the drum dance at the close of the celebration. 
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Tree Planting and Last All 
School Meeting

It has been our tradition, ever since the first CFS 
class graduated in 2003, for the graduates to plant 
a tree in the Peace Garden in front of Hastings 

Hall. This year the class of 2012 planted a Dwarf 
Lodge Pole Pine tree.

Having observed these students mature over the 
years, it was not difficult to view the Tree Planting 
as a metaphor of how well their time at CFS has 
prepared them for their next stage of life.

On the Dogwood Meadow next to the Meeting 
House, immediately following the Tree Planting, stu-
dents, staff and family members joined together for 
the last All School Meeting of this school year.

Those gathered sang some favorite songs, acknowl-
edged each of the Summer birthdays with candles, 
and shared a few moments of silence together.

Younger students then acknowledged the momen-
tous day with afterthoughts that wished the eighth 
graders well on their last day at CFS.

Finally, the graduates participated in the CFS tradi-
tion of sucking on a lemon.
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Off Campus Adventures 
and Learning
Oaks 2 - Quebec

The Oaks 2 class spent 4 nights in Quebec City 
in May, accompanied by Mark & Kim. This 
beautiful city, founded in 1608 by Champlain, 

afforded opportunities to experience unique, fun and 
instructive natural, historic, architectural and sci-
ence venues. Clarence even said he’d like to live in 
Poutins – it has beautiful views, a lot of history, and 
it would be easy for him since he speaks French. 
Julien, another French speaker, agreed that he would 
like to live in Quebec too, in order to see more of the 
city and the falls.

The group visited Montmorency Falls, which is twice 
as high as Niagara Falls, and hiked up hundreds of 
steps for a better view. Adam wants to go back and 
see these falls again! This loud, cold and windy site 
was also one of Emma’s favorite of the trip – seeing 
the mist and vapor from the extended pier was fun 
she said, even though she was wet. Andrew was 
disappointed he didn’t find a pot of gold at the end of 
the rainbow created by the conditions. Jade & David 
both hope to go back again so they can spend more 
time in the newer part of Quebec City.

Les Sept Chutes illustrated more about the hydro-
power system that captures the renewable energy 
supplied by the falls in the area. A visit to a Native 
American reserve reminded students of much of the 
U.S. and Canada’s shared history.

During the travels through the city, the class ob-
served a number of street protests against the in-
creases in college tuitions, and new rules that limited 
the ability to protest in the streets at all – this inspired 
more good conversations. For many students, this 
was their first visit outside of the U.S., and to be so 
close to home, but in a land with a different language 
yet otherwise quite similar in many ways, was an 
interesting experience for all. Three students in the 
class speak French, which helped facilitate many 
aspects of the trip for the group.

Before heading out on this trip, the class read Shad-
ows on the Rock, an historic novel about the region. 
This literature classic, by the American writer Willa 
Cather, was published in 1931 and covers one year 
of the lives of French colonists in Quebec. The stu-
dents enjoyed seeing some of the locations men-
tioned in the book for themselves during their visit. 

At the end of every evening, the students would 
spend some time journaling and responding to some 
prompts to help them reflect and record their experi-
ences, and the eighth graders would work on their 
graduation speeches too.

On the very last evening, students dressed in their 
very best, and sat down for a traditional Canadian 
meal at Aux Anciens Canadiennes, a restaurant in 
one of the oldest buildings in the city. Ellie comment-
ed that she has much to think about after seeing so 
much while in Quebec, and that she will hold on to all 
these first impressions of the city.

The students returned to campus happy and excited 
about all they had seen and done.
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Off Campus Adventures
and Learning
Oaks 1 - Philadelphia

The Oaks 1 class headed to Philadelphia for 3 
nights, with Tonya, Adam and Helen Craft. With 
three adult chaperones they were often able to 

break up into smaller groups to explore.

This urban adventure provides a good contrast to the 
camping experience of alternate years. The city’s rich 
art, history and science locations gave students plenty 
to explore while there. The historical district, including 
the Liberty Bell, Arch Street Meeting House (one of the 
oldest Quaker Meeting Houses), and the National Con-
stitution Center could take up a visit to the area on its own.

Students had the chance to author a stump speech 
in 6 words or less for publication on their electronic 
board, and Liam offered this: “I order all nations 
peaceful today.” Amelia especially enjoyed the voting 
activity, and choosing the different important issues 
from different time periods.

The Franklin Institute is a hands on science museum, 
and the Magic Gardens is an ongoing art installation 
that is a labyrinth of mosaic art – the 14 years worth 
of work was spectacular to experience and walk 
through.

As with the Oaks 2 class trip, there were lots of com-
munity building opportunities during the course of the 
days and evenings traveling together.
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Off Campus Adventures
and Learning
Pines - Nature’s Classroom

Rachel, Nicole and the Pines class spent 2 
nights and 3 fun filled days at Nature’s Class-
room, in Andover, CT.

For many of the students, the special interest classes 
offered were a highlight of the trip – gnome home 
building and building bubble wands were particular 
favorites.

The students observed dragonflies hatching from 
larvae, and worked in small groups for many science 
experiements. They saw lots of animals, and learned 
more about features of the forest while hiking.

The class did many community building activities 
while away together, and everyone came home 
happy, albeit tired. 
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Off Campus Adventures
and Learning
Maples - Animal Study

Although the Maples did not go on an overnight 
class trip, they did continue their studies of ani-
mal groups and habitats with visits to the Stam-

ford Museum & Nature Center and Beardsley Zoo.

Maples have solidified their understanding of animal 
classification this year, and enjoyed applying their 
knowledge as they visited the many animals at these 
sites. 

Did you know...
Crayon Donation

CFS sent 11 pounds, 8 ounces 
of old, new, used and broken 
crayons, from many, many 
donors, to Crazy Crayons for 
recycling. Thank you! “Helping 
the Earth, one crayon at a time” 

(www.crazycrayons.com.)
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Maples Perform

The story of The Brementown Musicians was 
brought to life by the Maples class in May.

This light opera was performed entirely in song, as 
the students embodied their characters with amusing 
costumes and lively play-acting.

Both performances were SRO (standing room only)
as all Connecticut Friends School students, as well 
as the children from Friends Nursery School, and 
many family and friends, enjoyed the show!
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Pines LiterARTure 
Projects and Presentations

Pines students gave life to stories they’ve read 
with their creative and diverse LiterARTure 
projects.

Many examples of solid understanding of their read-
ing, as well their pure enjoyment of the stories they 
read, was on full display as the students gave sum-
maries of their reading and projects to their student 
and family audience. 
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Storytelling Night

Oaks Storytelling Night gave middle school 
students yet another opportunity to share 
their growing public speaking talents, in a 

fun and playful way, with family and friends who were 
captivated by their performances. Stories ranged 
from the gentle and predictable, to the more thrilling 
and surprising, allowing listeners of all ages to be 
drawn in to a story.
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All School Meeting 
and Family Field Day

On the last Friday of the school year All School 
Meeting usually features short presentations by 
all classes and is followed by Family Field Day.

This review of much that was accomplished in addi-
tion to recent performances by every class, further 
demonstrated the rich mosaic that was the school 
year for CFS students. Comprehension of sophis-
ticated musical theory concepts was shown by the 
Oaks on the keyboards, led by Jessica, and culmi-
nated with Clarence doing a solo blues riff on the 
piano, highlighting his skill and enjoyment of music. 
The Pines sang Tom Chapin’s Recycle song for the 
gathering, and the Maples shared some songs from 
their recent play performance. 

As soon as All School Meeting was completed, the 
entire student body traveled to the White Barn Cam-
pus for the rest of the day’s activities. Before lunch, 
lots of cooperative group games on the lawn by the 
Lortel House on the beautiful spring day got every-

one moving 
and feeling 
playful. Later, 
family groups 
did pond 
scoops led by 
a naturalist 
from the New 
Canaan Nature 

Center, pita bread baking on an outdoor oven with 
Amit Arava (Maples parent,) an art collage that was 
later featured at graduation, and vegetable planting in 
the garden. 
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CFS GATHERING & GIVING 
GALA

Thank you! We can’t possibly thank everyone 
enough for contributing in so many ways to the 
great friend- and fun-raising Gala!

Everyone’s generosity raised important funds that 
will support all aspects of the school. In particular we 
appreciate the support of every donor and bidder, 
as well as the tireless work of the event committee. 
Thank you! 

Jonathan Higgins (Sean’s son), Sam Mink (Stacey’s 
Dad) and Kim enjoy a lighthearted moment.

Sam Bernstein 
(Henry’s Mom)

Daria Gosse and Slava Nikitin 
(Dimitri’s Mom & Dad)

Kelly and Scott Davidson 
(Mather & Schuyler’s Mom & Dad)

Thank
You!
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Thank you to Maureen Jackson, for her 28 years 
of loving and devoted service to Helen Gander 
Friends Nursery School - 17 of those years as 

Director. Maureen officially “retired” from the Nursery 
School as of June 30. At the Nursery School’s end 
of year picnic on June 13, Jenny Wooton Andjelkovic 
and Lisa Mannix were among the many past and 
present parents and teachers who offered comments 
about Maureen’s tenure.

From Jenny: 
Maureen -- it is very difficult -- after six years here -- 
for me to imagine walking through those doors without 
being greeted by your cheerful and warm welcome. 
It’s my favorite way to start the day... I think we all 
know it’s the children’s favorite way to start the day! 
And you see, Maureen, that’s just the thing about 
you...you have always nurtured our children and we 
are all so grateful for that -- but you are also so good 
at always supporting and nurturing their parents too! 

When I think of you, I think of your favorite tree out 
back in the dogwood meadow; the tree where memo-
ries have been made - where the children danced 
around you in the sprinkler, where they listened to your 
stories and enjoyed their picnic lunches with you. This 
tree of course brings to mind one of my favorite Shel 
Silverstein tales -- The Giving Tree -- a story about 
giving so much of yourself to nurture and grow others. 
The difference between that story and yours, Maureen, 
is that you never seem to see any of it as a sacrifice. 
You always seem to get great joy from what you do 
and that joy shows. It spreads through to all of us.

We asked all of the families to think of one word that 
they feel best describes you. When I sat down to look 
at this long list of amazing qualities, I couldn’t help but 
reflect; if one day I could look back at the end of my 
own career or years of dedication to service and find 
out that people see me the way they see you - what a 
sense of accomplishment and peace I would feel. You 
deserve that peace Maureen -- I hope you feel that.

Thank you for sharing all of these beautiful qualities 
with our children and with all of us over the years, and 
your consistent care and love and nurturing. Thank 
you Maureen - we wish you the very best on your next 
adventure.

From Lisa: 

There are so many aspects of Friends that we have 
appreciated for our children (and us) during our five 
years here. Maureen’s natural manner with the chil-
dren, gentle but firm approach with the parents, as 
well as the teachers are at the heart of what defines 
the school.

Maureen has always worked tirelessly to ensure that 
the sound early childhood education and the Quaker 
philosophy are upheld in the classrooms. When I 
stepped foot into the school, my passion for what set 
Friends apart from every other nursery school – the 
simplicity, nature, true regard for the development of 
children – led me to know this was the right place for 
us. No other school we visited had such a firm link to 
its philosophy.

It is apparent that Maureen absolutely loves her time 
in the classroom. She has always brought an incred-

Friends Nursery School Happenings

Artist Jenny Wooten Andjelkovic presented Maureen 
with an original painting on behalf of the parents. Each 
branch of the tree has a word that the parents used to 

describe Maureen. 

Lisa Mannix presented Maureen with a 
“Memory Box” from the parents
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ible amount of experience as well as passion for her 
work. We have been lucky to have you teaching at 
and leading the nursery school for so many years.

On behalf of the families of all the children who have 
been under your care, thank you for all you have 
done to make our children’s early school years safe 
and meaningful. 

Sean Higgins, a member of Wilton Meeting who has 
served on the Friends Nursery School Committee 
(Board) offered the following:

I was never a Friends Nursery School Student - in 
1957 (when the Nursery School opened) I was way 
too old. Nor was I a parent at the school. But when I 
was asked to serve on the Nursery School Commit-
tee, I became a small part of the community.

However, it was a bit intimidating to think I would be 
attending events with a formidable group of Nursery 
School parents. But Maureen always made me feel 
welcome and valued and loved. And that’s how I 
learned first hand what was so special about Helen 
Gander Friends Nursery School.

Thank you Maureen for the 28 years of love you have 
given us all.

Laurie Csodas presented Maureen with a Timeless 
Clock on behalf of the teachers.

Teachers (Betsy Bosco pictured) were given special 
plants by the parents.

Maureen, Teacher Jen DaSilva and former teacher 
Ann Goldblatt
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College Admissions
Class of 2008

CFS Class of 2008 students are just now finish-
ing the college application process. So far, 
CFS graduates from 2008 have been admitted 

to Bryn Mawr College, Brandeis University, Benning-
ton College, Mount Holyoke College, University of 
Connecticut, University of Massachusetts/Amherst, 
Sarah Lawrence College, and Wheaton College. 
Wheaton awarded one CFS alum the President’s 
Award, one of Wheaton’s merit-based scholarships 
for an incoming freshman who has achieved both 
academic success in high school as well as high SAT 
scores.    

Summer Camps

CFS Summer Camp is for children entering 
kindergarten - 8th grade, June 25 – August 
3. Field trips to theme-related venues and 

swimming are included. Children enjoy the natural 
environment of our rustic 15 acre White Barn Cam-
pus (Newtown Avenue on the Westport/Norwalk town 
line) including field, trail, pond and garden activities 
that inspire creativity, stewardship, and play. Enroll 
for full season, or weekly. Contact Nicole Mentel 
for more information and to register: Nicole@CT-
FriendsSchool.org and 203 762 9860

Friends Nursery School Summer Camp for 3 – 5 
year olds, June 14 – August 3, on our lovely, wooded 
Wilton campus. Counselors are experienced early 
childhood educators, and offer many age appropri-
ate indoor  and outdoor activities. 3- or 5-day options 
available. Enroll for full season or weekly. Contact 
Stacey Mink for more information and to register: 
Stacey@CTFriendsSchool.org and 203 762 9860

2012 – 2013 School Calendar

The CFS Calendar, including FNS, is now avail-
able online on our web site at: 
 

http://www.ctfriendsschool.org/calendarg.php 
It will work with iCal and Google Calendar, and will 
be updated if any event details change. Thanks, 
Sean, for getting this up and running!

Like Connecticut Friends 
School on Facebook! 

Send Beth S (info@CTFriendsSchool.org) pic-
tures of you and your kids and friends in your 
CFS logo gear or carrying your CFS logo bag, 

enjoying your summer adventures. Please tell us 
where you are! Photos will be posted on Facebook 
(first names only, unless you request otherwise) so 
we have a photo album of everyone’s summer fun! 
We can’t wait to see your pictures! 

CFS Clothing & Gear

You can order almost anything from Lands End 
and have the CFS logo added to it. On the 
Lands End “School” site, CFS gear offerings 

have been expanded – more items in more styles at 
www.LandsEnd.com/School and search for Connect-
icut Friends School. If you’d like to order anything 
from the regular Lands End catalog or their Business 
Outfitters catalog with the CFS logo, you’ll have to 
call to order: 1.800.963.4816. CFS does receive a 
very small percentage back from your purchases. 
Thank you!


