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451 Words Showcases Student 
Creativity & Teamwork 

The reviews are in – the annual Oaks 1 & 2 play 
this spring was a resounding success for all 
involved. After their trimester of hard work and 

anticipation, Oaks 1 & 2 students staged an exciting 
and unique production. 

From the student-created program, here is a synopsis: 
the central action of 451 Words is initiated by Prime 
Minister Javert who, as head of the nation (Canada?), 
has decided to eliminate the use of the SOBV…the 
State of Being Verb…all forms of the verb To Be. 

This entails the development and employment of two 
viral technologies: one to trigger a blocking mecha-
nism in people’s minds so they cannot use the verb To 
Be nor register it should it be used, and the other to 

transform all electronically stored media to “seamless-
ly” replace the use of the SOBV; any materials that 
remain in print in this near future world where almost 
everybody plugs in to read and watch anything, must 
be collected by Recycling Engineers.

An underground Resistance grows: people suspect 
something is wrong, and some people believe there is 
some inherent worth in the printed material the Min-
istry is so keen on “recycling.” Furthermore, there are 
rumors that people have gone missing, but no one can 
quite put their finger on who those people would be. 

Those people, as it turns out, are mostly hard of 
hearing or are near blind. Because of their sensory 
weaknesses, they have been impervious to the SOBV 
inhibitor launched on the omnipresent Electronica, 
and they have retained their use of the verb To Be. 
But now they are in exile for the Ministry has been 
collecting and “disappearing” more than contra-band 
printed material.
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Ultimately, the Resistance mounts an on-the-streets 
uprising that serves as a distraction so two of their 
agents, formerly actors, can make their way into 
Computer Central and install a counter-virus to undo 
the damage done. 

Every step and element of the annual Oaks play is 
an all hands on deck opportunity for all the students 
involved. Students generate hundreds of ideas for 
inclusion in the story, and Mark writes a first draft of 
the script.

Using this draft as their starting point, the students 
then make the script their own through a series of 
rewrites and rehearsals. Students develop their char-
acter’s performance to serve the whole play.

By show time, the entire production of the play is 
shouldered by the students – lighting, set and prop 
movements, etc.

This unique experience, an integral part of Language 
Arts at CFS, takes on a range of goals both within the 
purview of the English Language Arts curriculum as 
well as for the personal development of each student 
and the growth of the class as a whole. (Did you no-
tice how many words were in this article?)
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Visit to Wilton Fire Department

Samuel & Colleen and Sawyer & Sherry Lee 
(Stacey’s Mom) at Earth Day

Helen Gander Friends Nursery School 
Annual Fund Gratitude Party

Thank you to all who planned and participated in 
this fun event and especially to our hosts, Lucy 
and Matt Davies.

FNS Snow Play Date

After waiting all winter for some snow in order to 
host a wintery family play date at school, FNS 
families enjoyed a very non-snowy “Snow Play 

Date” all together at FNS in March. Age appropri-
ate crafts and activities kept FNS children and their 
siblings and parents entertained during a fun weekend 
afternoon at school.

Friends Nursery School Happenings
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Snapshots from the classes
All CFS classes have been off campus in recent 
weeks for meaningful visits to some of the many 
great sites nearby. Many more trips, including the 
annual spring overnights (for Pines & Oaks classes) 
are planned for upcoming weeks, as well as some 
theatrical presentations too.

The Maples children have been to the Norwalk Mari-
time Aquarium and Fairfield Audubon already, with a 
good variety of trips to come in May. They are also 
busily preparing for the play they will perform in May.  

As part of their learning about Connecticut history, the 
Pines class spent a day at The Institute for American 
Indian Studies Museum & Research Center, which 
brought many recently studied concepts to life. 

The Pines also headed to the Bruce Museum’s 
Walter Wick exhibit where they enjoyed seeing how 
many of their favorite illustrations were created.

They are excited for their big overnight trip to Na-
ture’s Classroom in May! Pines will be presenting 
their plays as well as their LiterARTure projects in 
May, and have been working on all the preparations 
for both of these big days.   

The Oaks 1 students went 
to the Eli Whitney Museum, 
and have been enjoying our 
balmy spring weather during 
their Outdoor Leadership 
Education trips this term. In 
class, their days continue to 
be rich and varied, rang-
ing from reading a graphic 
novel about the U.S. Consti-

tution to exploring the properties of dry ice in science 
lab, from creating a Rube Goldberg-esque Pythago-
ras Switch class project to rehearsing stories to share 
on Storytelling Night in May. The Rube Goldberg 
website uses this definition from Webster’s to de-
scribe projects like the ones 
the Oaks made: “a comically 
involved, complicated inven-
tion, laboriously contrived to 
perform a simple operation.” 
The process for building a 
project of this scope involves 
a great amount of teamwork, 
persistence, patience, attention to detail as well as a 
working understanding of physics and forces. Us-
ing most of the Oaks classroom as their studio, the 
students had fun and success during this great hands 
on project. 
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Pines at Sticks & Stones Farm

Some of the Maples Global Studies Guests

Israel with Orit and Amit (Kaya’s Mom & Dad) Israel with Julia (Nina’s Mom)

Italy with Ennio (Ava’s Grandfather) and Danielle (Ava’s Mom)

Other Special Guests included Anke (Rheda & Freya’s Mom) 
who spoke to us about Germany.

Thank you to all of the parents who participated in our 
Global Studies Program.

Wyatt brought in baby ducks and Ceil read Make Way For Ducklings.

Oaks Rappelling and
at Belaying School
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Pot Luck Dinner 
and Talent Night
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Many Hands Make 
for Light Work

Thanks to the many CFS parents, students, 
staff, trustees and friends who pitched in 
during the recent Spring Clean up Day on 

the White Barn campus. What a show of support 
by the many people who shared time and effort 
and helped tidy up White Barn in time for the 
Children’s Earth Day Fair later that same week. 
We couldn’t have done it all with out you! 
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Maples Class Trip
A Visit to Ceil’s with Friends

Photo by Myles Angus MacVane

Duck Pin Bowling

Hangin’ with Ceil and Hans

Pizza

Ice Cream

Photo by Myles Angus MacVane

Photo by Myles Angus MacVane

Playground

Photo by Myles Angus MacVane
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Earth Day

Master Storyteller Tom Lee, of Young Audi-
ences Arts for Learning Connecticut, was one 
of the headline attractions at the 3rd Annual 

CFS Children’s Earth Day Fair. Before the Earth Day 
Fair started, Tom met with CFS middle school stu-
dents for a master class, seminar-style discussion as 
he coached each student in their own development 
of their storytelling skills. A major rite of passage for 
students in grades 5 - 8 at CFS is presenting a sto-
rytelling performance each spring, and Tom expertly 
guided students to deeper connections with their 
story characters and themes, and explored more so-
phisticated presentation styles with the students too. 

Later in the day, Tom regaled the approximately 150 
Earth Day Fair attendees with earth friendly tales that 
captured the attention of listeners young and old as 
all gathered on the pastoral lawns of the White Barn 
campus. 

The storytelling presentation was preceded by an 
African drumming performance by CFS students of 
all ages, led by Kojo Bey of Sounds of Afrika. After 
the stories, Oaks students welcomed all guests to the 
myriad activities in the Earth Day Fair, including pond 
scooping led by a naturalist from the New Canaan 

Nature Center, planting flowers, making boats using 
natural materials, trash-ketball (a recycling game), 
face painting, mud pie “cooking” and more. The final 
feature of the day was a visit with a tarantula, snake, 
hedgehog and owl, presented by a naturalist from the 
New Canaan Nature Center. 

Overall, the day was not only an opportunity to enjoy 
the great outdoors, but also a day to learn, play and 
create using natural materials and ideas, all woven 
together through many age appropriate activities and 
presentations, much like the general curriculum at 
Connecticut Friends School. 
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The Back Page

CFS Gathering & Giving Gala
By now you should have received your invitation to 
the CFS gala on May 19th. Please let Beth D’Erario 
know immediately if you did not receive your invita-
tion. Donations for live and silent auction items are 
still being accepted.

Please contact Beth D’Erario if you would like any 
more information: Beth@CTFriendsSchool.org. 
Thanks to the many generous donors who have 
already contributed to this fun/fundraiser!

“Like” Connecticut Friends 
School on Facebook!
Invite your friends! Thanks to CFS parents and 
friends who have “liked” us on Facebook.

Upcoming Events
 � Monday, 5/14 – Wednesday, 5/16 

Pines to Nature’s Classroom
 � Saturday, 5/19 

CFS Gathering & Giving Gala
 � Tuesday, 5/22 – Friday, 5/25 

Oaks 1 to Philadelphia, PA
 � Tuesday, 5/22 – Saturday, 5/26 

Oaks 2 to Quebec, Canada
 � Wednesday, 5/30 – 10:00-11:30am 

Pines LiterARTure presentations
 � Thursday, 5/31 

Maples Play
 � Friday, 6/1 

9:00-10:30am 
All School Meeting with special end of year 
presentations

 and
 11:00am-3:00pm 

Family Field Day at White Barn

2012 School Admissions
This spring, Connecticut Friends School students 
have been admitted to Westtown School (PA), 
George School (PA), Solebury School (PA), Hopkins 
School, Miss Porter’s School, Wooster School, and 
Fairfield College Preparatory School. Other soon-to-
be CFS graduates will attend Staples High School 
(Westport) and Norwalk High School next year.

A CFS applicant to George School this year was 
awarded the Anderson Scholarship, a merit scholar-
ship for academic achievement, community involve-
ment and the potential for leadership. Both Miss 
Porter’s School and Solebury School also offered 
merit scholarships to applicants from CFS this year.

Evie will attend Miss Porter’s School, Dylan will go 
to George School, Ignacio will go to Fairfield College 
Preparatory School, David will go to Hopkins School, 
Clarence will go to Norwalk High School, Ellie will go 
to Staples High School.
Congratulations to the class of 2012! 

Summer Camps
CFS Summer Camp 
is for children entering kindergarten - 8th grade, June 
25 – August 3. Field trips to theme-related venues 
and swimming are included. Children enjoy the 
natural environment of our rustic 15 acre White Barn 
Campus (Newtown Avenue on the Westport/Nor-
walk town line) including field, trail, pond and garden 
activities that inspire creativity, stewardship, and 
play. Enroll for full season, or weekly. Contact Nicole 
Mentel for more information and to register: Nicole@
CTFriendsSchool.org and 203 762 9860

Friends Nursery School Summer Camp 
for 3 – 5 year olds, June 14 – August 3, on our lovely, 
wooded Wilton campus. Counselors are experienced 
early childhood educators, and offer many age ap-
propriate indoor  and outdoor activities. 3- or 5-day 
options available. Enroll for full season or weekly.
Contact Stacey Mink for more information and to regis-
ter: Stacey@CTFriendsSchool.org and 203 762 9860


